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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In this brochure and on the Cassette tape which accompanies it, we share a com~
parative analysis of key doctrines as presented in Statements of Belief from 1872
to the present, 1980.

In the first section we note how we have viewed and presently view the Holy Scrip-
tures; and then placed immediately after in the second section the statgments re-
garding the Spirit of Prophecy. How the statements relative to the Bible read,
govern what can be said about the writings of Ellen G. White. However mu§h we
profess to adhere to the ringing challenge of William Chillingworth - "The Bible,
I say, the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants!™ - the credal statement
voted at the 1980 General Conference Session declares the writings of Ellen G.
White to be "a continuing and authoritative source of truth." (GC_Bulletin, #9,
p. 25) No previous statement ever assigned such authority to the writings of
Ellen G. White.

A serious study of the comparison of the other key doctrines as given on the fol-
lowing pages will also be thought provoking. For example, in the voted Dallas
Statement, we read concering the Incarnation - “God the eternal Son became incar-
nate in Jesus Christ." How do we harmonize this with the concepts in all previous
statements that Jesus Christ "while retaining His divine nature, . . . took upon
Himself the nature of the human family."?

We should write a word about our sources. For past "Statements of Belief," we
have relied heavily on the Yearbook. The first Yearbook resulted from an action
of the General Conference Committee in December, 1882, and when published, con-
tained "the statistics of our denomination, the proceedings of our General Confer-
ence, T. and M. [Tract and Missionary] Society, and other associations, the finan-
cial condition of our institutions, our General and State Conference constitutions,
a good calender, and full directories of all Conferences and various societies
throughout the country." (Quoted in SDA Encyclopedia, Rev. Edition, p. 1336) Such
made the Yearbook an authoritative voice of the Church's position and standing.
A break occurred in the publication of the Yearbook from 1895-1903. During these
years it was replaced by the General Conference Bulletins. In 1889, 1905, 1907-
1914, the Yearbook contained a section devoted to "Fundamental Principles of Sev-
enth-day Adventists."  This statement of beliefs was prefaced by the comment:

Seventh-day Adventists have no creed but the Bible; but they hold to certain well-~
defined points of faith, for which they feel prepared to give a reason 'to every
man that asketh" them. The following propositions may be taken as a summary of
the principle features of their religious faith, upon which there is, so far as
is known, entire unanimity throughout the body." (1889 Yearbook, p. 147)

The next Statement of Beliefs to appear in the Yearbook was in 1931, but this was
a new statement and revised.

It ;s interesting to observe that the first Yearbook to contain a Statement of
Beliefs was for the year following the 1888 General Conference.

worthy that no statement appeared again till the time of the
1905)

It is also note-

. \ ~ Alpha apostasy (circa,
and Special Testimonies, Series B, #2 & 7, were published. It was during

t@is period - 1890-1904 - that a divergent statement was printed in the Membership
Directory of the headquarters church at Battle Creek; and the Holy Flesh Movement,

which also espoused divergent doctrines, engulfed the Indiana Conference. Then
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when the Statement again appeared in the 1905 Yearbook, it was continueéf?n;ytgg
to the death of Ellen G. White. In other words, we never even exe2?11 iid o
experience of ancient Israel who "served the Loxd al% the days of Josl!:.:a{:he da
the days of the elders that over lived Joshua, and which had known a

of the Lord, that He had done for Israel.”™ (Joshua 24:31)

Section 1 - THE BIBLE

1872 Tract; 1874 Signs of the Times (ST) Editorial; 1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Year-
books: (Beginning with the 1908 Yearbook, a notation was included which read -~ "By
the late Uriah Smith.")

"III. That the Holy Scriptures of the 014 and New Testaments were given by
inspiration of God, contain a full revelation of His will to man, and are the only
infallible rule of faith and practice.®

1894 - Membership of the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Battle Creek:

*That the Holy Scriptures of the 0ld and New Testaments were given by inspiration
of God, and contain a revelation of His will to man, and are an infallible rule of
faith and practice."

1931 Yearbook:

1. That the Holy Scriptures of the 0ld and New Testaments were given by inspira-
tion of God, contain an all-sufficient revelation of His will to man, and are the
only unerring rule of faith and practice."

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statements:

"That the Holy Scriptures of the 0l1d and New Testaments are the written Word of
God, given by divine inspiration through 'holy men of God' who spake and wrote as
they were "moved by the Holy Spirit.' These Scriptures are the all-sufficient,
authoritative, and effective revelation of His gracious purpose and will. They

are the source of all true doctrine and the only unerring standard of faith and
practice." 1

1980 - Statement given to Delegates, 1980, Dallas, Texas, GC Session.

"The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given
by divine inspiration through holy mem of God who spoke and wrote as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit. These Scriptures are the living, all-sufficient, trust-
worthy and authoritative revelation of God's gracious purpose and will. They are

the source of all true doctrine and the only infallible standard of faith and
practice."”

1980 - Voted "Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists®:

“The Holy Scriptures, 0Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given

by divine inspiration through holy men of God who spoke and wrote as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.

In this Word, God has committed to man the knowledge
necessary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the infallible revelation of His
will. They are the standard of character, the test of experience, the

authoritative revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God's acts in
history."” 2
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Section 2 - THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial; 1889, 1505, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:

"That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the church thro?gh cer-
tain gifts, enumerated in I Corinthians 12 and Ephesians %; that Fhes? glfts.a¥e
not designated to supercede, or to take the place of the Bible, which is suffici-
ent to make us wise unto salvation, any more than the Bible can take the place
of the Holy Spirit; that in specifying the various channels of its operatiop, that
Spirit has simply made provision for its own existence and presence with Fhe
people of God to the end of time, to lead to an understanding of that word which
it had inspired, to convince of sin, and work a transformation in the heart and
1ife; and that those who deny to the Spirit its place and operation do plainly
deny that part of the Bible which assigns to it this work and position.”

1894 - Battle Creek Church Statement

"That the subject of spiritual gifts is a doctrine clearly taught in the Scrip-
tures, being repeatedly set forth in various books of the 01d and New Testaments;
and we learn from history that the gifts have continued all along the gospel dis-
pensation; and there is the strongest evidence that the spirit of prophecy has
been manifested among those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus during the last half century.” .

1931 Yearbook:

"That God has placed in His church the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as enumerated
in I Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. These gifts operate in harmony with the di-
vine principles of the Bible, and are given for the perfecting of the saints, the
work of the ministry, the edifying of the body of Christ."

1950 - General Conference Session added the following two sentences to the State-—
ment as found in the 1931 Yearbook:

"That the gift of the Spirit of Prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the

remnant church. The remnant church recognizes that this gift was manifested in
the life and ministry of Ellen G. White."

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statements:

"l4. That God has placed in His church spiritual gifts, which are 'inspired by
one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as He wills.'
These gifts will continue in the Church to equip the saints for ministry, to build
up the body of Christ, and to develop the unity of the faith.

"l5. That the presence of the spiritual gift of prophecy is an identifying mark
of the remnant Church and was manifested in the ministry of Ellen G. White. As
the. Lord's messenger she provided guidance to the Church, instruction in the
Scriptures, and counsel for spiritual growth. Her writings uplift the Scriptures

as the standard of faith and practice, and function as a continuing source of di-
vine counsel."l

1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session:

"17. The presence of the gift of prophecy,
is an identifying mark of the remnant Chur
9f Ellen-G. White. As the Lord's messenger she provided guidance to the Church
1n§tructlon in the Scriptures, and counsel for spiritual growth. :
which uplift the Scriptures as the ultimate standard of faith and
vide a continuing source of truth and divine counsel."”

one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
ch and was manifested in the ministry

Her writings,
practice, pro-




1980 -~ Voted

"one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. Th?s-glft in an 1dent;§¥tng
mark of the remmant church and was manifested in the.mlnlstry of E}len‘G. ite.
As the Lord's messenger, her writings are a continulpg and éuthorltatlve so?rce
of truth and provide of the church comfort, guidance, 1nstFuct10n, and ?orrectlon.
They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by which all teaching and ex-

perience must be tested." 2

Section 3 - THE GODHEAD

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial; 1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks; 1894 Battle Creek
Church Statement:

"That there is one God, a personal, spiritual Being, the Creator of all things,
omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal, infinite in wisdom, holiness, justice, good-
ness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and everywhere present by His representa-
tive, the Holy Spirit.

"Phat there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father, the One by
whom He created all things, and by whom they do comsist. . ."

1931 Yearbook:

"phat the Godhead, or Trinity, consists of the Eternal Father, a personal, spirit-
ual Being, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, infinite in wisdom and love; the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father, through whom all things were
created and through whom the salvation of the redeemed hosts will be accomplished;

the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead, the great regenerating power
in the work of redemption. :

"That Jesus Christ is very God, being of the same nature and essence as the Eter-
nal Father."

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statement:

"2. THE TRINITY - That there is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a self~
existing Unity in Trinity. God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent, tran-

scendent and immanent, the absolute Reality whose infinite and personal being is
a mystery forever beyond human comprehension.

"3. GOD THE FATHER - That God the eternal Father is the Creator, the ultimate
Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all that is. He is infinite and holy, merci-
ful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

"4. GOD THE SON - That God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ.
T@rough Him all things were created, the character of God is revealed, the salva-
tion of humanity is accomplished, and the world is judged.

"5. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT - That God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father
and.the Son in creation, incarnation, and redmption. He inspired the writers of
Scripture and filled Christ's life with power. He draws and convicts us, renews
and transforms us into the image of God. Sent by the Father and the Son to be

always with us, He extends spiritual gifts to the church, empowers it to bear wit-
ness to Christ, and leads into all truth."!




1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session:

"2 . THE GODHEAD OR TRINITY ~ There is one God: Fath?rj Son, and'Holy Splrlzala
unity of Three co-eternal Persons, the Godhead or Trlnlty: God is al}—p?:iznité
all-knowing, and ever present, above all, through al% and in all. gg is 1H iee
and beyond human comprehension, yet known through His self—revelaglon. e ?

in and through nature and history. He is forever worthy of worship, adoration,
and service by the whole creation.

"3, THE FATHER - God the etermal Father is the Creator, the ultimate Source, §us—
tainer, and Sovereign of all Creation. He is just and yply, merciful and gra?uys,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and falthfulnegs. The gqualities
and power exhibited in the Son and Holy Spirit are also revelations of the Father.

“A. THE SON - God the eternal Son is He through whom all things were created, the
character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished, and the
world judged. . .

"S . THE HOLY SPIRIT - God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the
Son in creation, and the incarnation. He inspired the writers of Scripture. He
filled Christ's life with power. Sent by the Father and the Son to be always with
us, He is active in redemption. He draws and convicts human beings; and those
who respond He renews and transforms into the image of God. He extends spiritual
gifts to the Church, empowers her to bear witness to Christ, and in harmony with
Scripture leads her into all truth."

1980 - Voted

"2, THE TRINITY - There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three
co—eternal Persons. God is immortal, all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and
ever present. He is infinite and beyond human comprehension, yet known through

His self-revelation. He is forever worthy of worship, adoration, and service by
the whole creation.

"3. THE FATHER - God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and
Sovereign of all creation. He is just and holy, merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. The qualities and power
exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit are also revelations of the Father.

"4. THE SON - God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. Through

Him all things were created, the character of God revealed, the salvation of
humanity is accomplished, and the world is judged. . .

"5. THE HOLY SPIRIT - God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the
Son in creation, incarnation, and redemption. He inspired the writers of Scrip-
ture. He filled Christ's life with power. He draws and convicts human beings;
and those who respond He renews and transforms into the image of God, Sent by
the Father and the Son to be always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts

to Fhe church, empowers it to bear witness to Christ, and in harmony with the
Scriptures leads into all truth." 2

Section 4 - THE INCARNATION
1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial; 1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:

"That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father.

took on Him the nature of the seed of Abraham for the redemption of our fallen
race; that He dwelt among men, full of grace and truth, lived our example. "

. . that He




1894 - Battle Creek church Statement:

That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father,. . . that He

took of him the nature of man, for the redemption of our fallen race; that He
- "

dwelt among men, full of grace and truth, lived our example. . .

1931 Yearbook:

"That Jesus Christ is very God, being of the same nature and essence as the Eter-
nal Father. while retaining His divine nature, He took upon Higself the nature
of the human family, lived on earth as a man, exemplified in His life as our exam-
ple the principles of righteousness,. . .

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statement:

4. GOD THE SON - That God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. .
. Forever truly God, He became truly man, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born
of the virgin Mary. He lived and experienced temptation as a man, but perfectly
exemplified the righteousness and love of God."1

1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session:

"4, THE SON - Forever truly God, He became truly man, the man Jesus, the Christ.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. As our Example,
He lived and experienced temptation as a human being, yet without sin. He per-
fectly exemplified the righteousness and love of God."

1980 - Voted:

"4, THE SON - God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. . . Forever
truly God, He became also truly man, Jesus the Christ. He was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived and experienced temptation as
a human being, but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and love of God."2

"Led by the Holy Spirit we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness, repent of

our transgressions, and exercise faith in Jesus as Lord and Christ, as Substitute
and Example." 2

Section 5 - THE ATONEMENT

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial: (Elder James White)

"That there is one Lord Jesus Christ,. . . that He. . . died our sacrifice, was
raised for our justificatioin, ascended on high to be our only Mediator in the
s§nctuary in heaven, where, with His own blood, He makes the atonement for our
sins; which atonement, so far from being made on the cross, which was but the

offering of the sacrifice, is the very last portion of His work as priest, accord-

ing to the example of the Levitical priesthood, which foresh .
ini adowed and
the ministry of our Lord in heaven." ' prefigured

1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:
"persistently"”
erroxr.)

! (All except the 1889 Yearbook, have the word -
- su@stltuted for "penitently."* This could be a type-setting

"That there is one Lord Jesus Christ.
raised for our justification,
sanctuary in heaven, where,

- . t?at He. . . died our sacrifice, was
ascended on high to be our only mediator in the
through the merits of his shed blood, He secures the




pardon and forgiveness of the sine of all those who penitentlyf come to Him; .and
as the closing portion of His work as priest, before He takes His thr?ne ?s kl?g,
He will make the great atonement for the sins of all such, and t?elr sins w%ll
then be blotted out and borne away from the sanctuary, as shown in t?e.serv1ce
of the Levitical priesthood, which foreshadowed and prefiqured the ministry of
our Lord in heaven."

1894 - Battle Creek Church Statement:

nthat there is one Lord Jesus Christ,... that He... died our sacrifice, was raised
for our justification, ascended on high to be our only mediator in the sanctuary

in heaven, where, through the atoning merits of His blood, He secures the pardon
and forgiveness of all who penitently come to God through Him; and as the closing
portion of His work as priest before He comes again as King of kings, He will make
the final atonement for the sins of all believers, and blot them our, as fore-
shadowed and prefigured by the Levitical priesthood.”

1931 - Yearbook:

"phat Jesus Christ... died for our sins on the cross, was raised from the dead,
‘and ascended to the Father, where He ever lives to make intercession for us."

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statement:

“9. THE DEATH OF CHRIST - That in the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, God
Himself provided the only means of atonement for human sin, so that those who
accept this atonement by faith have eternal life, and the whole creation under-
stand the inifinte and holy love of the Creator. This act of atonement forever
established the righteousness of God's law and the graciousness of His character;
for it both condemns our sins and forgives ijit. Thus the death of Christ is a

complete and perfect atonement, substitutionary and expiatory, reconciling and
transforming." 1

1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session:

"In Christ's life of perfect obedience to God's will, His suffering, death, and
resurrection, God provided the only means of atonement for human sin, so that
those who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal life, and the whole cre-
ation may better understand the infinite and holy love of the Creator. This act
of atonement forever establishes the righteocusness of God's law and the gracious-—
ness of His character; for it both condemns our sin and provides for our forgive-
ness. The death of Christ is substitutionary and expiatory, reconciling and
transforming. The resurrection of Christ proclaims God's triumph over the forces
of evil, suffering and death, and makes possible personal victory for those who

accep? the atonement. It declares the Lordship of Jesus Christ, before whom every
knee in heaven and earth will bow."

1980 - Voted:

"In Christ's life of perfect obedience to God!
resurrection, God provided the only means of atonement for human sin th
th95e who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal life, and the éhgiz aE
;tlon may better un@erstand the infinite and holy love of the'Creator. This cri-
H::t :gfnemenﬁ vinleates the righteousness of God's law and the graciousnesgeof
character; for it both condemns our sins and provides for our forgiveness.

s will, His suffering, death and
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The death of Christ is substitutionary and expiatory, reconciling and transfgrmlnq.
The resurrection of Christ proclaims God's triumph over the forces'of evil, and
for those who accept the atonement assures their final victory over s%n and death.
It declares the Lordship of Jesus Christ, before whom every knee in heaven and
on earth will bow.'f2

Section 6 — CHRIST'S HIGH PRIESTLY MINISTRY IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial: (Elder James White)

That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tabernacle of God in heaven,.of
which Paul speaks in Hebrews 8, and onward, of which our Lord, ?S great High
Priest, is minister; that this sanctuary is the antitype of the Mosalc.tabernacle,
and that the priestly work of our Lord, connected therewith, is the antitype of the
work of the Jewish priests of the former dispensation; that this is the sanctu?ry
to be cleansed at the end of the 2300 days; what is termed its cleansing being
in this case, as in the type, simply the entrance of the high priest into the most
holy place, to finish the round of service connected therewith, by blotting out
and removing from the sanctuary the sins which have been transferred to it by
means of the ministration in the first apartment; and that this work, in the anti-
type, commencing in 1844, occupies a brief but indefinite space, at the conclusion
of which the work of mercy for the world is finished."

1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:

"That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tabernacle of God in heaven, of
which Paul speaks in Hebrews 8 and onward, and of which our Lord, as great high
priest, is minister; that this sanctuary is the antitype of the Mosaic tabernacle,
and that the priestly work of our Lord, connected therewith, is the antitype of
the work of the Jewish priests of the former dispensation; that this, and not the
earth, is the sanctuary to be cleansed at the end of the two thousand and three
hundred days, what is termed the cleansing being in this case, as in the type,
simply the entrance of the high priest into the most holy place, to finish the
round of service connected therewith, by making the atonement and removing from
the sanctuary the sins which had been transferred to it by means of the ministra-
tion in the first apartment; and that this work in the antitype, beginning in 1844,
consists in actually blotting out the sins of believers, and occupies a brief but
indefinite space of time, at the conclusion of which the work of mercy for the
world will be finished, and the second Advent of Christ will take place.”

1894 - Battle Creek Church Statement:

"That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tabernacle of God in heaven, the
antitype of the earthly tabernacle errected by Moses in the wilderness; and that

the cleansing of the sanctuary corresponds to the investigative judgment in heaven,
which immediately precedes the second coming of Christ."

1931 - Yearbook:

"That the true sanctuary, of which the tabernacle on earth was a type, is the
temple of God in heaven, of which Paul speaks in Hebrews 8 and onward, and of
which the Lord Jesus, as our great High Priest, is minister; and that the priestly
w?rk of our Lord is the antitype of the work of the Jewish Priests of the former
dispensation; that this heavenly sanctuary is the one to be cleansed at the end
9f the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14; its cleansing being, as in the type, a work of
judgment, beginning with the entrance of Christ as High Priest upon the judgment
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phase of His ministry in the heavenly sanctuary, foreshadowed -in the eartl:xly ser;
vice of cleansing the sanctuary on the day of atonement. This work of judgmen
inAthe heavenly sanctuary began in 1844. 1Its completion will close human proba
tion."

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statement:

"That there is in heaven a sanctuary in which Christ ministers in our behalf,
making available to believers the benefits of His atoning sacrifice off?reé once
for all on the cross. He was inaugurated as our High Priest and began His intexr-
cessory ministry at the time of His ascension; He entered thg secoqd and last
phase of this atoning work in 1844, at the end of the prophetic perl?d of 2300
days. Thus began an investigative judgment, typified by the cleansing of the
ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of Atonement."

1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session:

"At+ His ascension Christ was seated in majesty and authority at God's right hand.
He watches ceaselessly over the affairs of His Church and of the race for whom
He died. As High Priest of the heavenly sanctuary He draws all to Himself and
makes available to those who receive Him the benefits of His atoning sacrifice
offered once for all on the cross. At the end of the prophetic period of 2300
days, in 1844, He entered the second and last phase of His ministry: He began
a final work of judgment which is a part of the ultimate dispostion of all sin,

a work typified by the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the day of
atonement."”

1980 -~ Vvoted:

"There is a sanctuary in heaven,

the true tabernacle which the Lord set up and
not man.

In it Christ ministers in our behalf, making available to believers the
benefits of His atoning sacrifice offered once for all om the cross. He was
inaugurated as our great High Priest and began His intercessory ministry at the
time of His ascension. 1In 1844, at the end of the prophetic period of 2300 days,
He entered the second and last phase of His atoning ministry. It is a work of
investigative judgment which is a part of the ulitmate dispostion of all sin typi-
fied by the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of Atonement.
In that typical service the sanctuary was cleansed by the blood of animal sacri-

fices, but the heavenly things are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the
blood of Jesus." 2

Section 7 -~ THE PLACE OF THE STUDY OF PROPHECY

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial:

"That the world's history from specified dates in the past, the rise and fall of

empires, and the chronological succession of events down to the

setting up of God!
everlasting kingdom, P .

: are outlined in numerous great chain prophecies; and that
these prophecies are now all fulfilled except the closing scenes."

1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:

"Th?t prophe?y i§ a part of God's revelation to man; that it is included in that
Sc?lpture which is profitable for instruction; that it is designed for us and our
children; that so far from being enshrouded in inpenetrable mystery, it is that
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which especially constitutes the word of God a lamp to our fget and a light t?
our path; that a blessing is pronounced upon those who study _1t; and that, con

sequently, it is to be understood by the people of god suf§1c1ent1y'to show-th?m
their position in the world's history and the special duties required at their
hands.”

1894 - Battle Creek Church Statement:

"rhat prophecy is a part of God's revelation to man; that a blessing is pron?unced
on those who study it; and that, as the Saviour himself has called aﬁ#entlon to
Daniel's prophecy, it is but reasonable to suppose that the prophecies max be
understood; that the world's history, the rise and fall of empires, is outlined
in numerous great chains of prophecy; and that these prophecies are now all ful-
filled except the closing scenes.”

1931

Yearbock: NONE

1979

Annual Council Recommended Statement: NONE
1980 -~ Given to Delegates, Dallas Session: NONE

1980 - Voted: NONE

Section 8 - IDENTIFICATION OF "THE MAN OF SIN"

1872 Tract; 1874 ST Editorial; 1889, 1905, 1907-1914 Yearbooks:

"That, as the man of sin, the papacy has thought to change times and laws (the
law of God, Daniel 7:25), and has misled almost all Christendom in regard to the

fourth commandmeént; we find a prophecy of a reform in this respect to be wrought
among believers just before the coming of Christ."

1894 - Battle Creek Church Statement:

"That the man of sin, the papal power, has thought to change times and laws (the
law of God), and has misled almost all Christendom in regard to the fourth com-
mandment; and that there are numerous prophecies of a great Sabbath reform to be
wrought among believers just before the second coming of Christ."

1931 - Yearbook: NONE

1979 - Annual Council Recommended Statement: NONE

1980 - Given to Delegates, Dallas Session: NONE

1980

Voted: NONE

SOURCES
11979 Annual Council Recommended Statement
pp. 8-10 (pp. 40-42, this document)

21980 Voted Statement i
of Beliefs, Dallas Session - Adventi i
PP. 23, 25-27 (pp. 36-39, this document ) ~ot.Eevien, May 1, 1960,

- Adventist Review, February 21, 1980,
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EARLY

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

BY

J-N.D. KELLY, EB.A.

PRINCIPAL OF ST. EDMUND HALL, OXFORD

REVISED EDITION

+
1817

Published in San Francisco by

HARPER & ROW, PUBLISHERS

2. The Church’s Faith

The doctrine of one God, the Father and creator, formed the
background and indisputable premiss of the Church’s faith.
Inherited from Judaism, it was her bulwark against pagan poly-
theism, Gnostic emanationism and Marcionite dualism. The
problem for theology was to integrate with it, intellectually,
the fresh data of the specifically Christian revelation. Reduced
to their simplest, these were the convictions that God had
made Himself known in the Person of Jesus, the Messiah, raising
Him from the dead and offering salvation to men through Him,
and that He had poured out His Holy Spirit upon the Church.
Even at the New Testament stage ideas about Christ’s pre-
existence and creative role were beginning to take shape, and a
profound, if often obscure, awareness of the activity of the
Spirit in the Church was emerging. No steps had been taken
so far, however, to work all these complex elements into a
coherent whole. The Church had to wait for more than three

1 Ib. 2,17, 7. 20b.3,1,5. 31b. g 2,8
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hundred years for a final synthesis, for not until the council of
Constantinople (381) was the Tormula_of one God existing in
three co-equal Persons formally ratified. Tentative theories,
however, some more and some Tess satisfactory, were pro-
pounded in the preceding centuries, and it will be the business
of this chapter and the next to survey the movement of thought
down to the council of Nicaea (325).
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Documents of interest 1in the conversations between

the World Council of Churches and the Seventh-day Adventist Church

World Council of Chur~nhes
Geneva 1974

Constitution and Rules

of the World Council of Churches

REVISED CONSTITUTION AND RULEN

A. THE CONSTITUTION

I Basis

The World Council of Churches-is a fellowship of churches which confess
the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Script ires and th«‘zre’
fore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory ot the one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

II. Membership

Those churches shall be elyible for membership in the World Council of
Churches which express their agreement with the Basis upon which the Council
is founded and satisfy such criteria as the Assembly or the Centrai Committer
may prescribe. Elecuon to membership shall be by a two-thirds vote of the
member churches represented at the Assembly, each member church having
one vote. Any application for membership between meetings of the Assembly

1980 Dallas GC Session

Recommended

2. The Trinity

That there is one God: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, a self-existing Unity in
Trinity. God is omnipotent, omniscient,
and omnipresent, transcendent and im-
manent, the absolute Reality whose in-
finite and personal being is a mystery
forever beyond human comprehension.
(Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14;
Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:17;
Rev. 14:6, 7.)

11. The Church

That the Church is the company of
behevers who confess Jesus Christ as
{Lord and Saviour. In continuity with the
people of God in Old Testament times,
we are called out from the world; and
we join together for worship, for in-
struction in the Word, for fellowship,
for the Wm;g{ of Qa%nsm and the
Lord’s SuEEer, and for the world-wide

prociamation of the gospel. The Church

Voted Statement

2. The Trinity

There is_one God: _Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, a unity of
three co-cternal ersons. God is
immortal, all-powerful, all-
knowing, above all, and ever
present. He is infinite and beyond
human comprehension, yet
known through His self-revela-
tion. He is forever worthy of

11. The Church

The church is the community
of believers who confess Jesus
Christ as Lord and Saviour., In
connnuuy with the people of
God in Old Testament times, we
are called out from the world;
and we join together for woxshlp,
for fellowship, for instruction in
the Word, for the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper, for service to
all mankind, and for the world-
wide proclamation of the gospel.
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Seventh~day Adventists Answer

QUESTIONS on DOCTRINE

AN EXPLANATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR ASPECTS
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST BELIEF

Prepared by a Representative Group of
Seventh-day Adventist Leaders, Bible Teachers,
and Editors

REVIEW AND HERALD
PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

When, therefore, one hears an Adventist say, or
Teads mnAdv'ex_msc hteratl'lre.—even. in the writings of
_Ellen G. White—that Christ is making atonement now,

ATONEMENT PROVIDED 355
p. 354

it should be understood that we mean simply that
Christ is now making application of the benefits of the
sacrificial atonement He made on the crosi: that He is
making it efficacious for us individually, acwcvding to
our needs and requests. Mrs. White heérself, as far back
as 1857, clearly explained what she means when she
writes of Christ's making atonement for us in His
ministry:

The great Sacrifice had been offered and had been accepted,
and the Holy Spirit which descended on the day of Pentecost
carried the minds of the disciples from the earthly sanctuary to
the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by His own blood, to

shed upon His disciples the benefits of His atonement.—Early
Writings, p. 260. (Italics supplied.)
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all into the holy place (or, holies),* “thus securing an
eternal redemption” for us (Heb. 9:12, R.S.V.).

VIIL. Redemption Absolute by the Victory of Christ

When He ascended to heaven, He “sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3; com-
pare Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1). The significance
of this is lost if we interpret it merely as a posture. It
really expresses honor as represented by authority.
Stephen pictured Him not sitting but “standing on the
right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). While He is our
High Priest ministering on our behalf, He is dlso co-
executive with the Father in the government of the
universe. How glorious is the thought that the King,
who occupies the throne, is also our representative at
‘the court of heaven! This becomes all the more mean-
ingful when we realize that Jesus our surety entered
-the “holy places,” and appeared in the presence of
God for us. But it was not with the hope of obtain-
ing something for us at that time, or at some futuré
time. No! He had already obtained it for us me
cross. And now as our High Priest He ministers the-
virtues of His atoning sacrifice to us. Dr. Thomas
Charles Edwards has well remarked:

The sacrifice was made and completed on the Cross, as the
victims were slain in the outer court. But it was through the
blood of those victims the high-priest had authority to enter
the holiest place; and when he had entered, he must sprmkle‘

*The Greek word here translated ““holy place” is
form. A cofrect translation would be “the iof:

ia, and u m ﬂ:eeg
9:24. This entrance, ture t

places,
Iscemmtol Acgs

2y K snmﬁaal ontheaon.'rben gory( 1)’
ed,”” in Greekxsfmm hnmkn,andxstendered “found,”” *© ”

“wn:d,” or, m R.S.V., “secured,” being nominative, masculine, 1, aorist,
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e

I presenting to the public this synopsis of our
faith, wo wish to bavo it distinctly understood that
wo havo no articles of faith, erced, or discipline,
asido from the Dible. . Wo do nof put forth this

csignod to sccure wniformily among them, as o
system of faith, but is a bricf etatement of what
is, and has been, with grest unonimity, held
by them. Wo often find it nccessary to meet in-
quiries on this subject, ond sometimes to corrcet
falso statoments circulated against us, and to re-
movo erroncous improssions which havo obtained
with thoso who have not had an opportunity to
becomo sacquainted w:ith our faith and practice.
Our only object is to meot this necessity.

As Scventh-day Adventists we desire simply
that our position shaii bo undorstood ; sna wo are
tho moro solicitous for this bocauso there arc meny
who call themselves Adventists who hold views
with which we can havo no sympathy, some of
which, wo think, aro subversivo of tho plainest
and most important principles sot forth in the
word of God.

As compared with other Adventists, Seventh.

“day Adventista differ from one class in Lelioviey

4 DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES.

in tho unconscious stato of the dead, and tho final
destruction of tho unrcpentant wicked; from
another, in believing in tho perpetuity of tho law
of God a3 summarily contained in tho ten com-
mandments, in tho operation of tho Iloly Spirit
in tho church, and in sctting no times for the ad-
vent to occur ; {rom sll, in tho observanco of the
seventh day of tho week as tho Sabbath of the
Lord, and in many applications of tho prophetic
gcriptures.

With thesc remarks, wo ask tho attention of tho
reader to the following propositions, which aim to
be a concise statoment of the more prominent fea-
turcs of our faith.

]

That thero is one God, & personal, spiritual
being, tho creator of all things, omnipotent, om-
niscient, and cternal, infinite in wisdom, holincss,
justice, goodncss, truth, snd merey; unchange-
able, and overywhero present by his represonts-
tive, the 1loly Spirit. Ps. 139:7.

11—

“That thero is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of tuc Iternal Father, the ono by whom God
created ol things, snd by whom they do consist ;
(hat ho took on him the nature of the sced of
Abraham for tho redemption of our fallen race;
_that Lie dwélt among men full of grace and truth,
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lived our example, diod our_ sacrifico, was raised
for our justification, sscended on high to be our
anly.madistor in the sanctuary in Ileaven, whero,
with his own blood ho.makes atonoment for our
sins; which atonomont 89 far from boing mado on
:ho cross, which was but tho offering of. tho'sacri-
ice, Is tho yery, Jast partion,of his work, os priest,
weording to tho oxample of tho Levitical pricst-

100d, which foreshadowed and prefigured the min-

stry of our Lord jn Tleaven,” Sco Lov. 16; Ilcb.

3:14,56; 9:6,7; &e.,
{
o JIL e -

That_ tho_Ioly..Secripturcs, .of .tho Old and
Vow_Testaments, wero given by inspiration of
tod, contain 8 full revelation of his will to man,

nd aro tho only infallibla rulo of faith and prac-

ico. -
v . P

That Boptism is an ordizance »f the Chrig-
ion churez. to follow faith and repentance, an
rdinazce by which wo cowmmemorate the resur-
cction of Christ, a5 by this act we show our faith
1 his burial end resurrection, and through that,
f the reszsrection of sll the sainis 2t the igst
ay ; and that no oiher moan tly represents these
wets than that which tho Scriptures preseribe,
smoly, immersion. Ilom. 6:8-5; Col. 2:12,

fi DECLARATION OF I'DINCIPLES.

,
N I

That the new birth compriscs the entire chango
nccessary to fit us for the kingdom of God,
snd consists of two parts: first, a moral change,
wrought by conversion and o Christian life; scc-
ond, a physical change at the sccond coming of
Christ, whereby, if dead, wo aro raised incorrupt-
ible, and if living, arc changed to immortality in
a moment, in tho twinkling of an cye. John 3:
3, 6; Luko 20: 36.

~VI[—

We believe that prophecy is a part of God's
revelation fo man; that it is included in that
seripturo which is profitable for instruction, 2 Tim.
3:10; that it is designed for us and our children.
Deut. 20: 29 ; that so for from being enshrouded
in impenetrable mystery, it is that which especially
constitutcs tho word of God a lamp to our feet

and o light to our path, Ps. 119:105, 2 Pet. 2 1=

19; that o blessing is pronounced upon those who
study it, Rev, 1:1-3; and that, consequently, it
is to bo understood by tho people of God sufli-
ciently to show them their position in the woxld's
history, and the special duties required ot their
hands,

-1
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e VII

That the world's history from speeificd dates
in the past, the riso and fall of empires, and chreno-
logical succession of events down to the setting up
of God's cverlasting kingdom, are outlined in nu-
merous groat chaing of prophecy ; aud that these
prophecics arc now all fullilied except the closing
scenes.

— VII[—

That the doctrino of the world's conversion
and temporal millennium is a fablo of these last

- days, cajculated to Jull men into a stato of carnal

sccurity, ond causo them to bo overtaken by tho
great day of tho Lord ss by a thicf in the night;
that the sccond coming of Christ is to precede, not
follow, tho millonnium ; for until the Lord appears
tho papa! power, with all its abominations, is to
continue, £20 wheat and tares grow together, and
ovil men and seducers wox worso and woree, as
tho word of God declarcs.

. That the mistake of Adventists in 1844 per-
tained £o the nature of the cvent then to trans-
pire, not to tho timo; that no prophetic period is
given to reach to tho second advent, but that the
longest one, tho two thousand and threo hundred
days of Dan. 8: 14, terminated in that ycar, and
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brought us to an ¢vent called the cleansing of the
ganctuary.

_X

That tho sanctusry of thoe new covenant is
tho tabernacle of Godin Ileaven, of which Paul
speaks in IIcbrews 8, and onward, of which our
Lord, as great Iigh Pricst, is minister ; that this
sanctuary is tho antitypo of the Mosaic tabernacle,
and that tho priestly work of our Lord, connccted
therewith, is tho antitypo of tho work of tho Jow-
ish pricsts of the former dispensation. Ilch. 8:
1-5, &ec. ; that this is tho sanctuary to bo cloansed
st tho end of tho 2300 days, what is tormed its
cleansing being in this case, asin tho type, simply
tho entranco of tho high priest into the moat holy
place, to finish tho round of servico connectod
therewith, by blotting out and removing from tho
sanctuaty tho sins which had been tronsferred to
it by means of tho ministration in the first aport-
ment, Ileb, 9:22, 23; and that this work, in
the antitype, commencing in 1844, occupies a brief
but indefinito space, at tho conclusion of which the
work of mercy for tho world is finished.

X[

That God’s moral requirernents aro the samo
upon oll men in all dispensations ; that theso aro
summarily contained in tho commandments spoken
by Jehovah from Sinni, engraven on the tables of

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, 9

stone, and depositod in tho ark, which was in con-
sequence called the “ark of tho covenant,” or
testament, Num. 10:83, Ilch. 9:4, &ec.; that
this law is immutablo and perpotusl, being o tran-
script of the tables deposited in the ark in tho
truo ssnctuary on high, which is also, for the same
rcason, called the ork of God's testament; for
uader tho sounding of tho seventh trumpet wo aro
told that ¢“thoe templo of God wos opened in
Iecaven, and there was scen in his templo tho ark
of his testament.” Rov. 11:19.

o X1

~ That the fourth- commandment of this law
requires that we devoto tho seventh day of cach
week, commonly called Baturday, to abstinence
from our own labor, and to the performanco of
sacred and religious datics; that this is tho only
weekly Sobbath known to the Bible, being the
day that was set apart beforo paradisc was lost,
Gen. 2:2, 8, and which will bo observed in para-
diso resiored, Isa. 66 : 22, 23; that the facis upon
which ‘the Sabbath institution is based confino i
to the soventh day, as thoy arc not truo of any
other day; and that the terms. Jewish Sabbath
and Christisn Sab%atn, ag spplied to the weckly
rest-day, sro nomes of human iavention, un-
scriptural in fact, and falso in meaning.

10 DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES,

— XIII—

That s tho man of sin, the papacy, hos
thought to chango times and lows (the laws of
God), Dan 7: 25, and bag misled almost all Cluris-
tendom in regard to tho fourth commandment, we
find o prophecy of a reform in this respect to bo
wrought among belicvers just before the coming
of Christ. Isa. 66:1, 2, 1 Pet. 1:5, Rev, 14:

12, &e.
— X1V —

That s tho natural or carnal heart i3 at
cnmity with God and his lo#, this cnmity can bo
subducd only by a radical transformation of tire
sffections, the exchango of unholy for boly prin-
ciples; that this transformation follows repent-
anco and faith, is tho special work of the Ioly
Spirit, and constitutes regeneration or conversion.

—_XV —

That as oll have violated tho law of God,
and cannot of themsclves render obedicnco to his
just requirements, wo aro dependent on Christ,
first, for justification from our past offences, and,
sccondly, for graco whereby to rendor scceptable
obedicneo to his holy law in time fo como.

_L'[_
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—XVI—

That the Spirit of God was promised to man-
ifest itsclf in the church through certain gifts,
cnumerated especially in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4;
that these.gifts sro not designed to superscde, or
tako the place of, tho Bible, which is sullicient to
make us wise unto salvation, any more then the
Bible can tako tho placo of the Iloly Spirit; that
in specifying the various channels of its opcra-
tion, that Spirit hos simply mado provision for
its own existenco snd presence with tho peoplo of
God to tho end of time, to lead to an understond-
ing of thot word which it had inspired, to con-
vinco of sin, and work & transformation in the
heart and lifo; end that those who deny to the
Spirit its place snd operation, do plainly deny that

part of the Biblo which assigns to it this work and -

position.
— XVl —

That Qod, in sccordance with his uniform
dealings with the race, sends forth a proclamation
of tho approach of the second advent of Christ;
that this work is symbolized by tho threo messages
of Rev. 14, tho last one bringing te view the work
of reform on the law of God, that his peopic may
acquire a complete readiness for that event.

-

DFCLARATION OF PRINCIPLES,

— XVIII—

That tho time of the cleansing of - the sanc-
tuary (sco proposition X), synchronizing with tho
time of the proclomation of tho third message, is
o time of investigative judgment, first with refer-
cnco to tho dead, and at the close of probation
with reforence to tho living, to determine who of
the myriads now sleeping in tho dust of the carth
are worthy of & part in the first resurrection, and
who of its living multitudes are worthy of trans-
lation—points which must bo determined before
tho Lord appears.

= XX

That tho grave, whither we all tend, cx-
pressed by tho Icbrew skheol, and the Greck hades,
is & place of darkness in which there is no work,
deviee, wisdom, or knowledge. Lecl. 9:10.

—XX—

That tho state to whick we are reduced by

_death is one of silence, inactivity, and entire un-

consciousness. Ds. 146:4; Eccl. 9: 5, 6; Dan.
12:2, &e.

XX~

That out of this prison houso of tho grave
mankind are to be brought by o bodily resurree-
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tion; tho righteous having part in the first resur-
rection, which takes place ot the sccond advent of
Clrist, tho wicked in the sccond resurrection,
which takes place s thousand yoars thercafter.
Rev. 20:4-6.

— XX~

Thet ot tho last trump, tho living rightcous
aro to bo changed in o moment, in the twinkling
of an eyc, and with the resurrected rightcous are
to be caught up to meet the Lord in tho air, so
forevor to bo with the Lord.

— XX —

~ That theso immortalized oncs are then taken

to Ileaven, to the New Jerusalem, the Ta-
ther's houso in which there sre many mansions,
John 14 :1~8, whero they reign with Christ a thou-
gand years, judging the woric and fallen angels,
that is, apportioning tho punishment to bo exe-

outoed upon them at tho close of the one thousand

years:. Rov. 20:4; 1 Cor. 6:2, 8; tbhat during
this time the carth lics in & desolate sad chaotic
condition, Jer. 4 : 20-27, deseribed, ns iz the be-
ginning by the Greek term aduss08 (afroses) bot-
tomiess pit (Soptuagint of Gen. 1:2); and that
hero Satan is confined during tho thoueand years,
Rev. 20:1, 2, and hero finally destroyed, Rev.
20:10; Mal.4:1; thotheater of thoruin hekbas
wrought in tho universo, being appropriately mado

- 19 -
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for » time his gloomy prison house, and then the
place of his final exccution.

—XXIV —

That st the ond of tho thousand years, the
Lord descends with his people and tho New Jeru-
salem, Rev. 21:2, tho wicked dead are raised and
come up upon the surface of the yet unrenewed
carth, and gather about the city, the camp of the
saints, Rev. 20: 0, and fire comes down from God
out of heaven and devours them.  They are then
consumed root and branch, Mal. 4: 1, becoming
as though thoy had not been. Obad. 15,16. Ia
this everlasting destruction from the. presence of
the Lord, 2 Thess, 1: 9, the wicked meet tho ov-
erlasting punishmont threatened against them,
Matt. 25:46. - This is tho perdition of ungodly
mor, tho firc which consumes them being tho fire
for which ¢ tho heavens and tho carth which aro
now "’ aro kopt in store, which shall melt even the
clements with its intonsity, snd purge the carth

from tho deepest stains of the curso of sin. 2 Tes.
3:7-12

—~—XXV —

That & new heavens and carth shall spring
by the power of God from the ashes of the cld, to
be, with the New Jerusalem for its metropolis and
capital, tho ctornal inheritance of the saints, the
placo where tho rightuous ehall evermore dwell.
2Tet 3218 Ta 37:17,29: Matt. 5-5

s
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that the clerk of this church should bave the true and full address

of cvery nou-resident member. It is also desirable in this large

church that there be as few non-resident members as possible; this

is the late recommendation of the president of the Genern! Con-

ference. Recently the names of some have been dropped because

they fail to report, and do not furnish us their addresses. Many '
of this class do not get the usual anvual church legter, which is

intended for all absent members, and which gives imporant facts

concerniog the work of God here, that all shouid bave,

SOME THINGS WHICH SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS BELIFVE

The S. D. A. people have n:> creed or dtsc(pllue except 'the
,Bible, but the following are some of the polate of thelr faith
upon which there is a quite general agreement: — -

That there {8 one God, a personsl, spiritual Beiog, the Crea.-
tor of sl things, ombipotent, omolsclent, and ecternal; infi-
pite in wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, truth, ard mercy;
unchangeable, and that he is everywhere present by bis repre-
sentative, the Holy Spirit, U

That there ts one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Et.er-
nal Father, the one by whom he created zll things, and by whom
they consist; that he took on him the nature of man, for the re-
demption of our fallen race; that he dwelt among men, fu} of
grace sud truth, lived our example, died our sacrifice, was rajsed
for our justification, escended on high to be our only mediator in
the sancinary in beaven, where, through the atoning merits of
bls blcod, he sccures the pardon and forgiveness of &ll who peni-
tently come to God through bim; and as the closing portion'of
bis work as priest before he comes agsin as Kiog of kings, he
will make the fingl atonement for the sine of all bellevers,lind
blot them out, a6 foreshadowed aud prefigured by the Levitical
priesthood,

That tte Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testamedts
were giveu by inspiration of God, and contain a revelation'of
bis will to mar, and are ao infallible rule of faith and practice.

Thbat bapiism is an ordinance of the Christlan Cbureh, to
follow faith and repeptance,—an ordinance by which we tom-
memorate the burial and resurrection of Cbrist; and that no
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other mode fitly represents this except th:'it which the Scriptures

polnt out, namely, lmmersion, Baptism Is ‘the outward sign of an
Inward work., ..t 0y .

That the pew birth, or eonvexslon, comprises the moral change
necessary to make us children of God; and that this is to be fol-

lowed by a Chrietian llfe. That no one can be a true child of ;"
God except by conversion, which is the work of the Holy 8pirit, .

changing and renewing the carnal heart, which in its nalural
state is at enmity with God aud his law, )

That prophecy is a part of God’s revelation to wan; that
a blessing fs pronounced on those who study it; and that, as the
Saviour himeelf has called attentlon to Danlel's prophecy (Matt.
24:15), it ts but reasonable to suppose that the prophecies may be
understood; that the world’s history, the rise and fall of empires,

is outlined fn numerous great chaius of prophecy, aud that these |

prophecies are now sll fulfilled except the closing scenes.

That the doctrine of the world’s conversion and a tempo-
ral millenvium is a fable of the last days, caleulated 1o lull souls

into a state of carnal security, and cause them to be overtaken .

by the doy of the Lord as by a thiefl in the night; that the wheat

and the tares are to grow together until the end, and that wicked
men snd seducers are to wax worse and worse, ..

That the Lord wvever brings judgments upon men without
due warning ; consequently the great second advent proclama-
tion which has been stirring the world for the last half century,
is in the order of God, and that the error of Adventists {n 1844
pertalned to the nature of the eveut then to transpire, and not to
the time. The sauctuary was to be cleansed at the end of the
2800 days, but that cleavsing was ot the burning of the earth,
&g the people supposed; it was C nst’s final work ag our High
Priest lu the savetnary sbove, "y LAl FY T T

That the sanctusry of the new covenant i{s the tabernacle
of God in hesven, the antitype of the earthly tabernacle erected
by Moses fn the wilderness ; snd that the cleansing of the sanctu-
ary corresponds to the Investigative judgment in heaven, which
{mmediately precedes the second coming of Christ.

That God's mioral requirements are the same upon all men,
{n all dispepsations (for ‘‘the Lord changeth not ') ; and that the
law of God on tables of stone {n the earthly sanctuary, was but 8
transcripb of the origiasl iu the archizes of glory, :

— 14 e

That the fourth commandment of God's Jaw requires that
we devote the seventh day of each week to abstinence from our
own labor, and to the performance of sacred and religious dufivs;
and that this is the only weekly Sabbath recognized in the % le,
being the day that the Lord set apart in Paradise before may Jell.

That the man of sin, the papal power, has thought to ¢l vbge
times and laws (the law of God), aed has misled almosl; all
Cbristendom in regard to the fourth commandment; and that.
there arc numerous prophecies of a great Sabbath reform to'be
wrought arony bellevers just before the second coming of Curlst

That the followers of Christ should be a ‘‘pecwiar. puo-
ple," nat following the ways of the world, not loving jts plea?{;: (&)
nor fudulglug in its follies; Imasmuch as the apostle saym‘. at
“whozoever will be & friend of the world is the enemy of Gol"

That the Scriptures {nsist upon plain and modest nttirep a .

mark of diseiplaship in those who profess to be followers of Cm L;st
and therefore that the wearlng of gold, pearls, and costly zurnv,
merely for wlorument, is contrary to the Scriptures, and wb',l‘nld
net be {udulged in by Christians.

Teat means for the support of the gospel should be contrily ful
from love to God aud not raised by lotteries, fairs, or festi{-:ﬂs.'
that the tithe of one's earnings belongs wholly to God (see .r,‘cv
27: 80), an:d wili be given to him by those who are walking {iv'the
light, "
That all mankind have broken God's law, and come A” 147
of his g'ury; aud that we are wholly dependent upou .lgqﬂ
Christ for justitication from past elns, and for strength to (mc}
God in time to come. .

That Crristians are constantly beset by three enemies: t}xe
world, the flesh, aud the Davil; and that to be preserved fyom
backsliding snd ruin, we should take up our daily cross, wutch
unto prayer, study the Bibic, in the meetings bear & testimoay:to
the gooduess of God, and work while the day lasts in doing {(»)d
to others.

That temperance and purity are coutinually ecjoined in both tue
Old snd New Testaments; thercfore the use of spirituous driuks
and tobaceo SIOULD NOT BE TOLERATED; also that tes, coflee, tihp
the use of flesh as food, do nov copstitute a healthful dict. b

That there s a personal, wicked spirit called the Deavi! and Ha-
tan, the cuemy of God and his children, that old serpeat who
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seeking whom he may devour, whom we should resist in the faith, I
knowing that the God of peace will finally brufse Satan uuder our ’
{eet.

That the subject of spiritual gifes fs & doctrlne clearly taught
in the Scriptures, befog repeatedly set forth in various books of
the Old and New Testaments; and we learn from history that the
gifts have continued all along the gospel dispensation; and there
fs the strongest evidence that the spirit of prophecy has been K
manifested amorg those who keep tue commandments of God and '
the faith of Jesus during the last half century.

That clvil government {s ordained of God, for the interests and 1
good of eoclety ; and that magistrates should be prayed for, and
honored and oheyed, except in things opposed to the will of God i
who is the only Lord of the conscience. i

That for over half a century God has been senling forth to t:ile

world the grest second-advent proclamation concerning the soon-

coming of his Son, aud 1hat this last phase of the gospel {8 sym-
bolized by the three messages of Revelatim 14, the last message
bringing to view tbe Sabbath reforw on the law of God, that hig .
children may obiun a complete readiness for the comisg of S
Christ.
That the cleansing of the sanctuary synchronizes with the time
of the proclamation of the third message, the last work of the -
gospel, and is s time of investigative judgment, first with refer-
ence to the righteous dead, and secondly, at the cloze of prob'a-
tion, with reference to the living sa.nte, to determine who of the
myriads now sieeping {n the dust of the earth are wortby of 8 part
fn the flrst resurrection, and who-of its llvlug multitudes are wor-

thy of trunslation. . Y

That modern spiritualism is one 0f the groseest, most unscript-
ural, and szductive errors of the day, belug based entirely on the
beathen and Protestant belief that man is conscious in deatb,

That the grave, whither we all arc tending, 1s, as the Bible says,
& place or atate in which there is no work, device, wisdom, or
knowledge: that death is a condition of total unconsciousness,
the believer's life beisg hid with Christ fo God, -

That out of this prison-house of the grave, wankind are
to be brought by a bodily resurrection; the righteous having
part in the first resurrection, which takes place at the second ad-

7
!
decelved our first parents, and who goeth about Ifke a roaring lion l
i
i
]

s
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vent; the host of the wicked coming up a thousand sears luthr,
at the second resurrectlon,

That just prior to the coming of Christ, probation will ecd,
when the seven vials of God’s wrath will be poured out upon
the heads of the wicked who have hardened their hearts aguinst

the entreatics of God's “plrit; then men will run to and fro through

the earth, to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not dod it. -

That at the last wrumy, the lving righteous are to be
changed In a moment, o toe twinkling of an eye, and with the
resurrected righteous are to be caught up to mee: the Lord {aihe
alr, and so0 forever to b2 with the Lord.

That these immortalized ones, with Christ at their bead, t.h‘eu
ascerd to heaven, to the New Jerusalem, in which theu. &re
mary mansions, where they reign with Christ during the thou.sand
years, judzing the world and fallen angels: that during this
time the c.rtb les {o a desolate and partlally chaotie stave, being
the prizon Louse of Satsn, where be {s to be finally destroyed.

That at the end of the thousand years, Christ descends
with the redeemed and the Holy Cloy, the New Jerusaiem, the
wicied deud are raised, and come up on the surfice of the unze-
newed varth, and gather about the clty, the camp of the saints,
when five Jescends fron God out of heaven and devours théui
This is the cverlasting Sre prepared for the Devil and bis angels,
the awful perdition of ungodly men. R

That pew beavens aud a new earth shall spring, by the
power of God, from whe ashes of the old, and that this re-
newed and regenerated eurth, with the new Jernsalem for its’ me-
tropuoifs snd cumml shall be the eteruanl {nher{tance of the salpbs
the final ab ~iz of the righteous, where they shall evermore hwell,

o .‘:
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FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS.

By the late Uriah Smith,

Seventh-day Adventists have no creed but the Bible; but they hold
tu cortain well-defined points of faith, for which they feel prepared to
gire a reason  to every man that asketh ” them. The following propo-
sitions may be taken as a summary of the principal features of their
réigious faith, upon which there is. so far as is known, entire unanim-
ity throughout the body. They believe: —

L. That there is one God, a personal. spiritual being. the Creator
of ali things,_ omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal: infinite in wisdom,
hdiness, justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and every-
wiere present by his representative, the Holy Spirit, Ps. 139: 7. :

2. That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Lternal
Father, the one by whom he created all things, and by whom they do
consist; that he took on him the nature of the seed “of Abraham for
the redemption of our fallen race; that he dwelt amony men. full of
grice aqd U‘!lth, lived our example. died our sacrifice. was raised for
ow justification, ascended on high to be our only mediator in the sane-
twiry in heaven, where through the merits of his shed blood. he secures
the pardon and forgiveness of the sins of all those who persistently
cone to him; and as the closing portion oi his work as priest. before he
takes his throne as king, he will make the great atonement for the sins
of all such, and their sins will then be blotted out (Acts 3:19) and
bome away from the sanctuary. as shown in the service of the Levitical
priessthood, which foreshadowed and prefigured the ministry of our
Tord in heaven. See Leviticus 16; Heh. 8: 4, 5: 9: 6, 7. '

3. Thnt. the H(_)ly Scrigtures of the Old and New Testaments were
given by inspiration of God, contain a full revelation of his will to
man, and are the only infailible rule of faith and practise.

4. That baptism is an ordinance of the Christian church, to follow
failth and repentance.—-an ordinance by which we commemorate the
resurrection of Christ, as by this act we show our faith in his hurial
and resurrection, and through that, in the resurrection of all the sajnts
at the last day; and that no other mode more fitly represents these
facts than that which the Scriptures preseribe, namely. immersion.
Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2: 12, '

5. That the new birth comprises the entire change necessarv to fi
ns for the kingdom of God, and consists of two parts: First. & moral
change wrought by conversion and a Christian life (John §: 3): see-
ond. a physical change at the second coming of Christ. whereby, if
deal, we are raised incorruptible, and if living. are changed to immor
talty in a moment. in the twinkling of an eve. Tmke 20:36- 1 Cor.
15: 51, 52.

§. That prophecy is a part of God's revelation to man: that it is
inclided in that Seripture which is profitable for instruction (2 Tim.
3:18); that it is designed for us and our children (Deut. 20: 20} that
so far from being enshrouded in impenetrable mystery. it is that which
especially constitutes the word of God a lamp to our feet and a light
to cur path (Pe. 119: 105; 2 Peter 1: 18): that a blessing is pronounced
upon those who study it (Rev. 1:1-3): and that. consequently. it is
to Te understood by the people of God sufficiently to show them their
position in the world’s history and the special duties required at their
hands.
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7. That the world’s history from specified dates in the past, the rise
and fall of empires, and the chronological sucvession of events down to
the setting up of God's everlasting kingdom, are outlined in numerous
great chains of prophecy; and that these prophecies are now all fullilled
except the closing scenes.

8. That the doctrine of the world’s conversion and a temporal mil-
lennium is a fable of these last days, calculated to lull wen into a
state of carnal security, and cause them to be overtaken by the great
day of the Lord as by a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5: 3); that the
second coming of Christ is to precede, not follow, the millennium; for
until the Lord appears, the papal power, with all its abominations, is
to continue (2 Thess. 2: 8), the wheat and the tares grow together
(Matt. 13: 29, 30, 39), and evil nien and seducers wax worse and worse.
as the Word of God declares. 2 Tim. 8: 1, 13.

9. That the mistake of Adventists in 1844 pertained to the nature
of the event then to tramspire, not to the time; that no prophetic
period is given to reach to the second advent, but that the longest one,
the two thousand and three hundred days of Dan. 8: 14, terminated in
1844, and brought us to an event called the cleansing of the sanctuary.
See Note 1.

10. That the sanctuary of the new covenant is the tabernacle of God
in heaven, of which Paul speaks in Hebrews 8 and onward, and of
which our Lord, as great high priest, is minister; that this sanctuary
is the antitype of the Mosaic tabernacle, and that the priestly work
of our Lord, connected therewith, is the aniitype of the work of the
Jewish priests of the former dispensation (Heb. 8: 1-5, etc.); that this.
and not the earth, is the sanctuary to be cleansed at the end of the
two thousand and three hundred days, what is termed its cleansing
being in this case, as in the type, simply the entrance of the high priest
into the most holy place, to finish the round of service connected there-
with by making the atonement and removing from the sanctuary the
sins of believers (Acts 3:19), and occupies a brief but indefinite space
in the first apartment (Leviticus 16; Heb. 9: 22, 23); and that this work
in the antitype. beginning in 1844, consists in actually blotting out the
sins of believers (Acts 4: 19), and occupies a brief but indefinite space
of time, nt the conclusion of which the work of mercy for the world
will be finished, and the second advent of Christ will take place.

11. That God’s moral requirements are the same upon all men in
all dispensations; that these are summarily contained in the com-
mandments spoken by Jehovah from Sinai, engraven on the tables of
stone. and deposited in the ark. which was in consequence called the
“ark of the covenant,” or testament (Num. 10: 33; Heb. 9: 4, etc):
that this Inw is immutable and perpetual, being a transcript of the
tables deposited in the ark in the true sanctuary on high. which i=
also. for the same reason. called the ark of God's testament; for under
the sounding of the seventh trumpet we are told that “ the temple of
lod was opened in heaven. and there was seen in his temple the ark
of his testanient.” Rev. 41: 19,

12, That the fourth commandment of this law requires that we
devote the seventh day of each week, commonly called Saturday, to
abstinence from our own lahor, and to the performance of sacred and
religions duties: that this is the only weekly Sabhath known to the
Bible, being the day that was set apart before Paradise was lost (Clen.
2:2, 3). and which will be observed in Paradise restored (lsa. 66: 22.
23): that the facts upon which the Sabbath institution is based con-
fine it to the seventh day, as they are not true of any other day, and
that the terms, Jewish Sabbath. as applied to the seventh day, and
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Christian sabbath, as applied to the first day of the week, are names
of human invention, unscriptural in fact, and false in meaning.

13. That as the man of sin, the papacy, has thought to change times
and laws (the law of God, Dan. 7:25), and has misled almost all
Christendom in regard to the fourth commandment, we find a prophecy
of reform in this respect to be wrought among believers just before
the coming of Christ. Isa. 56: 1, 2; 1 Peter 1: 5; Rev, 14: 12, ete.

14. That the followers of Christ should be a peculiar people, not fol-
lowing the maxims, nor conforming to the ways, of the world; not
loving its pleasures nor countenancing its follies; inasmuch as the
apostle says that * whosoever therefore will be ” in this sense, “ a friend
of the world is the enemy of God ” (James 4:4); and Christ says
that we can not have two masters, or, at the same time, serve God
and mammon. Matt. §: 24,

15. That the Scriptures insist upon plainne- modesty of attire
as a prominent mark of discipleship in those - .. profess to be the
followers of Him who was “meek and lowly in heart;” that the
wearing of gold, pearls, and costly array, or anything designed merely
to adorn the person and foster the pride of the natural heart, is to be
discarded, according to such scriptures as 1 Tim. 2: 9. 10; 1 Peter 3: 3, 4.

16. That means for the support of evangelical work among men
should be contributed from love to God and love of souls, not raised
by church lotteries. or occasions designed to contribute to the fun-lov-
ing. appetite-indulging propensities of the sinner, such as fairs, fes-
tivals, crazy socvials, etc. which arve a disgrace to the professed church
of Christ; that the proportion of one's income required in former dis-
pensations can be no less under the gospel; that it is the same as
Abraham (whose children we are, if we are Christ’s, Gal. 3: 29) paid
to Melchisedec (type of Christ) when he gave him a tenth of all (Heb.
7:1-4); the tithe is the Lord’s (Lev. 27:30): and this tenth of one’s
income is also to be supplemented by offerings from those who are able,
for the support of the gospel. 2 Cor, 9: 6; Mal. 3: 8, 10. .

17. That as the natural or carnal heart is at enmity with God and
his law, this enmity can be subdued only by a radical transformation
of the affections, the exchange of unholy for holy prineiples; that this
transformation follows repentance and faith. is the specinl work of
the Holy Spirit. and constitutes regeneration. or conversion.

18. That as all have violated the law of God, and can not of them-
selves render obedience to his just requirements. we are dependent on
Christ, fitst, for justifiention from our past offenses. and. secondly. for
grace whereby to render acceptable obedience to his holy law in time
to come.

19, That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the
church through certain gifts. enumerated especially in 1 Corinthians 12
and Ephesians 4. that these gifts are not designed to supersede, or take
the place of, the Bible, which is sufficient to make us wise unto salva-
tion. any more thav the Bible ran {ake the place of the Holy Spirit;
that, in specifying the various channels of its operations. that Spirit
has simply made provision for its own existence and presence with the
people of Giod to the end of time to lead to an understanding of that
word which it had inspired. to convince of sin. and to work a transfor-
mation in the heart and life: and that those who deny to the Spirit
its place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible which
assigns to it this work and position.

20. That God. in accordance with his uniform dealings with the race,
sends forth a proclamation of the approach of the second advent of
Christ; and that this work is symbolized by the three messages of
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Revelation 14, the lust onc bringing to view the work of reform on
the Inw of Gud, that his people may acquire a complete readiness for
that event.

21. That the lime of the cleansing of the sanctuary (see proposition
10}, synchronizing with the time of the proclamution of the third
message (Rev. 14: 9, 10), is n time of invesligabtive judgment, first,
with reference to the dead, and secondly, at the close of probation, with
reference to the living, 1o determine who of the myriuds now sleeping
m the dust of Lhe envlh are worthy of a part in the first resurrection,
and who of its living multitudes are worthy of translation,— pointa
which must be determined before the Lord appears.

22, That the grave, whither we all tend, expressed by the Hebrew
word “sheol ” and the Greek word * hades,” is a pluce, or condition, in
which there is no work, device, wisdom, nor knowledge. Bedl. 9: 10.

23, That the state to which we are reduced by death is one of silence,
ilréuctivity, and entire unconsciousness. Ps, 146: 4; Ecel. 9: 5, 6; Dan.

: 2

24. That out of this prison-house of the grave, munkind arve to be
brought by a bodily resurrection, thie righteous having part in the first
resurrection, which takes pluce at the second coming of Christ; the
wicked in the second resurrection, which takes place in a thousand
years thereafter. Rev. 20: 4-6.

25. That at the last trump, the living righteous are to be changed
in a monient, in the twinkling of an eye, und that the risen righteons
are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, so forever to he with
the Lord. 1 Thess. 4: 16, 17; 1 Cor. 15: 51, 52.

26. That these immortalized ones are then taken to henven, to the
New Jerusalem, the Father’s house, in which there are many mansions
(John 14: 1-3), where they reign with Christ a thousand years, judging
the world and fallen angels, that is, apportioning the punishment to
be executed upon them at the close of the one thousund years (Rev.
20: 4; 1 Cor. 6: 2, 3); that during this time the earth lies in a desolale,
chaotic condition (Jer. 4: 23-27), described, as in the beginning, by the
Greek term *abuseos” (botlomless pit, Septuagint of Gen. 1:2);
and that here Satan is confined during the thousand yeurs (Rev, 20:
1, 2), and here finally destrayed {(Rev. 20: 10; Mal. 4:1): the theater
of the ruin he has wrought in the nniverse being appropriately made for
a lime his gloomy prison-house, and then the place of his final exceution,

27. That at the end of the thousand years the Lord descends with
his people and the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2), the wicked dead ave
raised, and come up on the surface of the yet vnrenewed earth, and
gather about the city, the camp of the sainta (Rev. 20:9), and fire
comes down from God out of heaven and devours them. They are then
consumed, root and branch (Mal. 4: 1), becoming as though they had
not. been (Obadiah 15, 16). In this everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord (2 Thess. 1: 9), the wicked meet, the “ everlasting
punishment ” threatened against them (Matt. 25: 46). which is ever-
lasting death. Rom. 6: 23; Rev. 20: 14, 15, This is the perdition of
ungodly men, the fire which consumes them heing the fire for which
“the lavens and the earth, which are now, . . . are kept in store”
which shall melt even the elements with its intensity, and purge the
earth from the deepest stains of the curse of sin, 2 Peter 3:7-12.

28. That new heavens and a new carth shall apring by the power of
God from the nshes of the old, and this renewed earth with the New
Jerusalem for its metropolis and capita] shall be the eternal inherit-
ance of the saints, the place where the righteous shall evermore dwell.
2 Peter 3: 13: Pa. 37: 11, 20; Matt. 5: 5.
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WORKING STATEMENT OF BELIEFS
G1ven To DELEGATES., GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION
DaLras., Texas. 1980

On the following pages (27-35) is reproduced the copy of the working paper given
to the delegates as a basis for discussion of a new "Statement of Fundamental
Beliefs." Prior to this a copy of the "Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-day Advent-—
ists" as voted by the 1979 Annual Council (Adventist Review, February 2}, 1980,
pp. 8-10) had been distributed to the world field so that delegates coming from
these overseas divisions could be prepared to discuss the changes in the new pre-
pared statements. One delegate became soO confused over the switch that had been
made that he arose on the floor of the Session and asked - "In the Netherlands
we studied and discussed these fundamental beliefs many hours. Is this the same
text we received there? It is very difficult for me to understand what is going
on now because there appears to be many differences. I don't recognize the con-
tents and contexts of certain theological terms in this manuscript.” To this Neal
Wilson replied - "I realize that this is a hazard of such an undertaking. Some
of these statements will not look the same after our discussion here either."
(Adventist Review, April 27, 1980, p. 15) In other words, the Elder from the
Netherlands didn't get an answer nor an explanation! Just a brush-off.

In Spectrum (Vol. 11, No. 3, pp. 60-61), Elder B. E. Seton, an Associate Secretary
of the General Conference from 1970, and who served as secretary of the Church
Manual Committee, gave some behind-the-scenes data in regard to the "Statement
of Beliefs" voted by the 1979 Annual Council and recommended for adoption by the
Dallas Session. He revealed that an ad hoc committee was appointed early in 1978
to prepare a document for presentation to the GC Session in 1980. When a limited
revision was completed in mid-1979, Elder Seton suggested that it be submitted
to the theologians at Andrews. He then states that -

"the document went to Andrews University, with the request that it be studied,
that comments and emendations be referred back to the ad hoc committee. Those
terms of reference did not register, for the University prepared its own set

of fundamentals, which were presented to the 1979 Annual Council for eventual
presentation to the 1980 Session." (p. 61)

From where did the Document which was presented to the Delegates come? Who or what
committee formulated it?

Certain facts become apparent. The Statement voted at the Annual Council was

written by the Theologians at Andrews University. This then reflects the thinkin
of the men who are training the ministry of the Ch 7

urch.
The §n§ual Council is made up almost completely by the
and "Bishops" of the Church, presided over by

placed their stamp of approval on the theology
lated at Andrews University.

"Cardinals," Archbishops, "
"the First Minister."” These men
expressed in the Statement formu-

However, the Statement voted and recommended by the hierarchs of the Church was

not presented to the Delegates at the Session.

: Another Statement
the following pages was substituted. 3% appeaxs on

This has never been explained.
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Page: 62

From Church Manual/HOOUP 79AC/GC 79AC/HOO 80GCS to WDE-Session 80

¥ 1535 FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS -
CHURCH MANUAL REVISION

RECOMMENDED, To rewrite and reorganize Chapter 2, Fundamental Beliefs
of Seventh-day Adventists, CM 32-39, to read as follows:

Seventh-day Adventists hold certain fundamental beliefs to be the
evident teaching of the Holy Scriptures. Affirming that the Bible sets
forth a coherent body of truth, we believe that:

1. The Holy Scriptures

The Holy Scriptures, 0ld and New Testaments, are the written Word
of God, given by divine inspiration through holy men of God who spoke
and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. These Scriptures are
the living, all-sufficient, trustworthy and authoritative revelation of
God's gracious purpose and will. They are the source of all true
doctrine and the only infallible standard of faith and practice. (2 Pet.
1:20, 21; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Ps. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; Isa. 8:20; John
10:35; 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 4:12.)

2. The Godhead or Trinity

There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of Three
co-eternal Persons, the Godhead or Trinity. God is all~-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present, above all, through all and in all. He is
"infinite and beyond human comprehension, yet known through His self-
revelation. He acts in and through nature and history. He is forever
worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole creation. (Deut.
6:4; 29:29; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 1 Tim.
1:17; Rev. 14:6, 7.)

3. The Father

God the eternal Father is the Creator, the ultimate Source, Sus~
tainer, and Sovereign of all Creation. He is just and holy, merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faith-
fulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy
Spirit are also revelations of the Father. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; 1
Cor. 15:28; John 3:16; 1 John 4:8; 1 Tim. 1:17; Ex. 34:6, 7; John 14:9.)

4, The Son

God the eternal Son is He through Him all things were created, the
‘character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished,
and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He became truly man, the
man Jesus, the Christ. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the virgin Mary. As our Example He lived and experienced temptation as
a human being, yet without sin. He perfectly exemplified the righteous-
ness and love of God. He suffered and died voluntarily for our sins and
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in our place, was raised bodily from the dead on the third déy. He was
attested as God's promised Messiah by His miracles, the fulfillment of
014 Testament prophecy and His resurrection from the dead. He ascende§
to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in our behalf. He will 'come again
in glory for the final deliverance of His people and the restoration of
all things. (John 1:1-3, 14; 5:22; Col. 1:15-19; John 10:30; 14:9; Rom.
1:1-4; 5:18; 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Luke 1:35; Phil. 2:5-11; 1 Cox. 15:3,
4: Heb. 2:9-18; 4:15; 7:25; 8:1, 2; 9:28; John 14:1-3; Rev. 22:20.)

5. The Holy Spirit

God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the Son in
creation, and the incarnation. He inspired the writers of Scripture.
He filled Christ's life with power. Sent by the Father and the Son to be
always with us, He is active in redemption. He draws and convicts human
beings; and those who respond He renews and transforms into the image of
God. He extends spiritual gifts to the Church, empowers her to bear
witness to Christ, and in harmony with Scripture leads her into all
truth. (Gen. 1:1, 2; Luke 1:35; 2 Pet. 1:21; Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38;
2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:11, 12; Acts 1:8; John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26, 27;
16:7-13.)

6. Creation

The Holy Scriptures provide the only authoritative account of
origins. In six days the Lord made "heaven and earth” and all living
things upon the earth, and rested on the seventh day of that first week.
Thus He established the Sabbath as a perpetual memorial of His completed
creative work. The first man and woman were made in the image of God as
the crowning work of creation, given dominion over the world, and charged
with responsibility to care for it. When the world was finished it was
"very good," declaring the glory of God. (Gen. 1; 2; Ex. 20:8-11; Ps.
19:1-6; 33:6, 9; 104; Heb. 11:3; John 1;1-3; Col. 1:16, 17.)

7. The Nature of Humanity

Man and woman were made in the image of God with individuality and
the power to think and to do. Though created free beings, they are
dependent upon God for life and breath and all else. When our first
parents denied this dependence by discbedience they fell from their high
position under God. The image of God in them was distorted, and they
became subject to death and their descendants share this fallen nature
and its consequences. But God in Christ reconciled all to Himself and
by His Spirit restores in penitent mortals the image of their Maker.
Created for the glory of God, they are called to love Him and one an-
other, and to care for their environment. (Gen. 1:26-28; Ps. 8:4-8; Acts
17:24-28; Gen. 3; Ps 51:5; Rom. 5:12-17.)
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8. The Great Controversy

All humanity is now involved in a great controversy betwqey Christ .
and Satan regarding the character of God, His law and His sover$®ignty
over the universe. This conflict originated in heaven when a created
being, in self-exaltation, became Satan, God's adversary, and led into
rebellion a portion of the angels whom God had created. He introduced
the spirit of rebellion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into
sin in the Garden of Eden. This human sin resulted in the distortion of
the image of God in humanity, the disordering of the created world, and
its eventual devastation at the time of the flood. Observed by the
whole creation, this world became the arena of the universal conflict,
out of which the God of love will ultimately be vindicated. As a help
to us in this controversy, Christ sends the angels whe remained loyal to
guide, protect, and sustain us in the way of salvation. (Rev. 12:4-9;
Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18; Gen. 3:6~8; 2 Pet. 3:6; Rom. 1:19-32;
5:12-21; 8:19-22; Heb. 1:4-14; 1 Cor. 4:%.)

9. The Life, Death and Resurrection of Christ

In Christ's life of perfect obedience to God's will, His suffering,
death and resurrection, God provided the only means of atonement for
human sin, sc that those who by faith accept this atonement may have
eternal life, and the whole creation may better understand the infinite
and holy love of the Creator. This act of atconement forever establishes
the rightecusness of God's law and the graciousness of His character;
"for it both condemns our sin and provides for our forgiveness. The
death of Christ 'is substituticnary and expiatory, reconciling and trans-
forming. The resurrection of Christ proclaims God's triumph over the
forces of evil, suffering and death, and makes possible personal victory
for those who accept the atonement. It declares the Lordship of Jesus
Christ, before whom every knee in heaven and on earth will bow. (John
3:16; Isa. 53; 2 Cor. 5:14, 15, 19-21; Rom. 1l:4; 3:25; 4:25; 8:3, 4;
Phil. 2:6-11; 1 John 2:2; 4:10; Col. 2:15.)

10. The Experience of Salvation

In infinite love and mercy God has provided the way whereby all
mankind may be delivered from the penalty and power of sin. God so
loved the world that He gave His only Son, Jesus Christ the Righteous,
who offered Himself a sacrifice for all, that we might be reconciled to
God. For our sake He made Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, So
that in Him we might be made the righteousness of God. Led by the Holy
Spirit we choose to exercise faith in Jesus as Lord and Christ, acknowl-
edge our sinfulness, and repent of our transgressions. This faith which
receives salvation is the gift of God which comes through the Word and
in divine power rather than human wisdom. Through Christ we are justi-
fied, adopted as God's sons and daughters, and delivered from the lord-
ship of sin. Through the Spirit we are born again and sanctified: the
Spirit renews our minds, writes the law of God in our hearts, and pro-
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vides the power for us to live a holy life. Abiding in Him we have the
assurance of salvation now and in the judgment. (Ps. 27:1; Isa. 12:2;
Jenah 2:9; John 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Gal. 1:4; 2:19, 20; 3:13: 4:4-7;
Rom. 3:24-26; 4:25; 5:6-10; 8:1-4, 14, 15, 26, 27; 1 Cor. 15:3; 4;

1 John 1:9; 2:1, 2; Eph. 2:5-10; 3:16-19; Gal. 3:26; John 3:3-8; Matt.
18:3; 1 Pet. 1:23; Heb. 8:7-12.)

11. The Church

The Church has ever held a central place in God's design for the
salvation of the human race. From Abraham, through whom all families of
the earth were to be blessed, to the Church of the Exodus, to the nation
of Israel, to the remnant returned from exile, the Lord was seeking to
establish a community of chosen people to be His representatives. With
Christ's advent, the foundations of the Christian Church were laid,
first in the apostles and then in those who responded to their witness.
The Church is the community of Christian believers who confess that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God and claim Him as their
Saviour and Lord. Called out from the world, they are the people of
God, His household or family; adopted by God and heirs in Christ, they
live on the basis of the new covenant. They associate together for
worship, for fellowship, for instruction in the Word, for baptism and
celebration of the Lord's Supper. The Church is likened to Christ's
body of which He Himself is the Head, with all members equal in His
sight. The Church is the planting of the Lord and she is to bring forth

~fruit to His glory. Subject to her Lord, she finds and exercises her

authority in Him, the Word incarnate, and in the Scriptures, the Word in
writing. He has made her responsible for the worldwide proclamation of
the Gospel, and through her God's manifold wisdom and eternal purpose
are made known not only to all men but to the principalities and powers
in heavenly places. (Gen. 12:3; Acts 7:38; Matt. 21:43; 16:13-20: John
20; 21, 22; Acts 1:8; Rom. 8:15-17; 1 Cor. 12: 13-27; Eph. 1:15, 23;
2:12; 3:8-11, 15; 4:11-15.)

12. The Remnant and its Mission

Scripture indicates that prior to the Lord's return a remnant will
be called ocut who will resist the almost universal rebellion and apos-
tasy of that time. In harmony with Christ's commission to preach the
gosgel to the whole world, and with God's plan of warning humanity of
coming events that affect its destiny, the Seventh-day Adventist Church
proclaims the arrival of the judgment hour and the approach of the
Second Advent. It calls mankind to accept salvation through Christ and
#0 keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Its proclama-
tion is symbolized by the three angels of Revelation 14 and coincides
with a judgment in heaven and results in a work of repentance and reform
on earth. Every believer in Christ is called to have a personal part in
this world-wide witness. When this work is completed, the Church, the
bride for whom Christ died that He might sanctify and cleanse her, will
be ready for His return. 1In triumph He will present her to Himself a
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glorious Church, the faithful of all the ages, the purchase ?f His
blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but holy and without blemish. (Mark
16:15; Matt. 28:18-20; 24:14; 2 Cor 5:10; Rev. 12:17; 14:6-12; 18:1-4;
Eph. 5:22-27; Rev. 21: 1-14.)

13. Unity in the Body of Christ

The Church is one body with many members, called from every nation,
kindred, tongue and people. In Christ we are a new creation; distinc~
tions of race, culture, and nationality, and differences between high
and low, rich and poor, male and female, must not be divisive among us.
We are all equal in Christ, who by one Spirit has bonded us into one
fellowship with Him and with one another; we are to serve and be served
without partiality or reservation. Through Jesus Christ we share the
same faith and hope, and reach out in one witness to all. This unity
finds its source and goal in the oneness of the triune God, who has
adopted us as His children. (Ps. 133:1; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; Acts 17:26,
27; 2 Cor. 5:16, 17; Gal. 3:27-29; Col. 3:10-15; Eph. 4:1-6; John 17:20-
23; James 2:2-9; 1 John 5:1.)

14. Baptism

Baptism is by immersion and is contingent upon faith and repent-
ance. It signifies the forgiveness of sin, the reception of the Holy
Spirit and the experience of the new birth. Through baptism we are
united to Christ and to the Church which is His body, becoming His
‘people and acknowledging His Lordship. Baptism follows instruction in
Christian truth, and is an event of faith in which believers enter into
Christ's death and resurrection, so that as He was raised from the dead
they too might walk in newness of life. (Matt. 3:13-16; 28:19, 20; Acts
2:38; 16:30-33; Rom. 6:1-6; Col. 2:12, 13.)

15. The Lord's Supper

In the Lord's Supper the followers of Jesus show their faith in Him
as Saviour and Lord as they partake of the emblems of His body and
blood, participating joyfully with Him in the special fellowship and
communion of this blessed ordinance. As they partake they are one body,
proclaiming the all-sufficient death of their Lord until He comes again.
In preparation for the Supper, Christ ordained the service of foot
washing signifying renewed cleansing, expressing willingness to serve
one another in humility, and uniting hearts in love. (Matt. 26:17-30;

1 Cor. 11:23-30; 10:16, 17; John 6:48-63; Rev. 3:20; John 13:1-17.)

16. Spiritual Gifts and Ministries

God bestows upon members of His Church in all ages spiritual gifts
which each member is to employ in loving ministry for the common good of
the Church and of humanity. Given by the agency of the Holy Spirit, who
apportions to each member as He wills, the gifts include all abilities
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and ministries needed by the church to fulfill its divinely ordai?ed ‘
functions. According to the Scriptures these gifts encompass mi§1str1es
of faith, healing, prophecy, proclamation, teaching, administ:qg}on,
reconciliation, compassion and self-sacrificing service and charity for
the help and encouragement of people. Some members are called of God
and endowed by the Spirit for functions recognized by the Church for the
pastoral, evangelistic, apostolic and teaching ministries particularly
needed to equip the members for service, to build up the Church to
spiritual maturity and to foster.unity of the faith and knowledge of
God. When members employ these spiritual gifts as faithful stewards of
God's varied grace, the Church is protected from being tossed about by
various winds of doctrine, grows with a growth that is from God, and is
built up in faith and love. (Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:9-11, 27, 28; Eph.
4:8, 11-16; 2 Cor. 5:14-21; Acts 6:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-3; 1 Peter 4:10, 11;
Col. 2:19.)

17. The Gift of Prophecy

The presence of the gift of prophecy, one of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, is an identifying mark of the remnant Church and was manifested
in the ministry of Ellen G White. As the Lord's messenger she provided
guidance to the Church, instructicn in the Scriptures, and counsel for
spiritual growth. Her writings, which uplift the Scriptures as the
ultimate standard of faith and practice, provide a continuing source of
truth and divine counsel. (Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; Rev. 12:17;
19:10.)

18. The Law of God

The great principles of God's law, expressed in the ten command-
ments and exemplified in the life of Christ, are the expression of God's
will and His purposes concerning human conduct and relationships, and
are binding upon all people in every age. These precepts are part of
God's covenant with His people; they point out sin, awaken a sense of
need for a Saviour, and are the standard of God‘s'judgment. Salvation
is all of grace and not of works and its fruitage is obedience to the
Commandments. This obedience develops Christian character and brings
well-being to us, is an evidence of our love for the Lord and our
concern for our fellow men. It also demonstrates the power of Christ to
transform lives, and therefore strengthens Christian witness. (Ex.

20:1-17; Matt. 5:17; Deut. 28:1-14; Ps. 19:7-13; John 14:15; Rom. 8:1-4;
1 John 5:3; Matt. 22:36-40.)

I3. The Sabbath

The beneficent Creator, after the six days of creation, instituted
the Sabbath for all people. The fourth commandment of God's unchange-
able law requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as a day of

rest and worship, and ministry in harmony with the teaching and practice

of our Lord. The Sabbath calls attention to God as Creator, is a mem-
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orial of creation and of the divine rest at the end of creation.week. It
is a day of delightful communion with God and one anothgr: IF is a
symbol of our redemption in Christ, a sign of our sanctlflcat;og, a '
token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal futu;e'nn God's
kingdom. The Sabbath is the seal, God's perpetual sign of His eternal
covenant between Himself and His people. Joyful observance of this holy
time from evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of
God's creative and recreative acts. (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17;
Luke 4:16; Heb. 4:1-11; Deut. 5:12-15; Isa. 56:5, 6; 58:13, 14; Llev.
23:32; Mark 2:27, 28.)

20. Stewardship

We are stewards, responsible to God and to one another for the use
of our time and opportunities, our abilities and possessions, and the
earth and its resources, which He has put in our charge. We acknowledge
God's ownership by faithful service, and by returning tithes and giving
offerings, for the proclamation of His gospel and the support and growth
of His church. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15; Hag. 1:3-11; Mal. 3:8-12; Matt.
23:23; 1 Cor. 9:9-14.)

21. Style of Life

We are called to be a godly people,. to reject such worldly princi-
ples as result in unholy practices, to take no part in sinful pleasures
and follies and to allow the Spirit to reproduce in us the character of
our Lord. While recognizing cultural differences, we are to dress
neatly, simply and modestly, avoiding ostentation and jewelry while
seeking instead the ornament of a meek and guiet spirit. Recognizing
ourselves to be temples of the Holy Spirit, we are to take intelligent
care of our bodies. We are to adopt a healthful diet, to exclude un-
clean foods, to abstain from alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and the
harmful use of drugs and narcotics; and to turn away from every defiling
Practice. We are to bring every thought into captivity to Christ,
directing our minds to that which is true, just, pure and gracious.

(1 John 2:6; Eph. 5:1-13; Rom. 12:1, 2; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; 10:31; 1 Tim.

2:9, 10; Lev, 11:1-47; 2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Pet. 3:1-4; 2 Cor. 10:5; Phil.
4:8.)

22, Marriage and the Family

Marriage was divinely established in Eden and affirmed by Jesus to
be a lifelong union between a man and a woman in loving companionship.
Matual love, honor, respect and responsibility are the fabric of this
relationship, which is to reflect the sanctity, closeness and peimanence
of the relationship between Christ and His church. Regarding divorce,
Jesus said that whoever divorces his wife, except for fornicatién, and
marries another, commits adultery. Although some marriages may fall
short of the ideal, through the guidance of the Spirit and with the
assistance of the Church, those who have committed themselves to each
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